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Orlando do Campo said, ‘One important aspect of Pascual’s deception is that he was presented
to Dr. Caos'’s jury as someone who had sinned and had then found the light.’

Kirk Ogrosky, a deputy chief with the
Justice Department’s fraud section who
has led the charge against the pervasive
medical fraud in South Florida after
serving as a Miami federal prosecutor.
Ogrosky said he could not comment on
the pending motion.
In less than two years, the strike
force has made the first serious dent
in health care fraud, which had been
a chronic — and profitable — criminal
enterprise in South Florida for decades.
Federal prosecutors have notched
333 convictions in Miami, which ac-
counts for nearly a third of the nation’s
Medicare fraud cases last year. There

have been four acquittals, and 23 defen-
dants are fugitives.

There has been a $1.7 billion dollar
drop in Medicare billings during the
first eight months of the strike force, ac-
cording to the Justice Department.

Pasqual has since pleaded guilty to
Medcore crimes, but the government
will not offer him a reduction on his
four-year Med-Source sentence because
of his omission.

It’s a big hit for Pascual. The sentence
for Henry Gonzalez, another witness in
the Medcore case, has been cut in half
from five to 2% years.

Do Campo and Mendez pulled no

punches when discussing the prosecu-
tion of Caos and her codefendants.
Neither did Alvin Entin, who represents
Rodriguez.

“If they didn’t know [of Pascual’s
other crimel], then it’s just disappointing
that they can be that inept,” do Campo
said. “It’s kind of hard to believe. They
are the big white knights that are going
to clean up the town.”

Mendez said he is shocked that
Gonzalez, who he describes as the prin-
cipal player in the Med-Source scam,
got his sentence cut in half.

“It’s a shame. I know the conven-
tional wisdom is without the coopera-
tion of a person like him, it’s very hard
to make a case,” Mendez said. “But with
someone like that, to give him a get-
out-of-jail-free card, that’s just too much
incentive to come in and say whatever
you want.”

Entin said he was not shocked to
learn that Pascual did not reveal the
HIV-infusion scam on the stand: “This
particular trial was a prime example of
hide the ball all the way through.”

Rodriguez is serving four years and
three months in prison for what Entin
said was picking up a handful of pay-
ments for her sister and mother.

Rodriguez, Hernandez and Jimenez
tried to adopt Caos’ motion, but U.S.
District Judge Cecilia Altonaga in Miami
blocked the effort, saying they could not
just espouse the doctor’s specific argu-
ments for convenience. Their attorneys
later filed separate motions, and no
hearing date has been set.

Of the nine witnesses against Caos,
the only one who provided any direct
evidence was Pascual, testifying he paid
the doctor for medically unnecessary
prescriptions. He filled prescriptions at
a pharmacy operated by Gonzalez, who
testified he never met Caos.

Pascual also testified that he ar-
ranged with Caos to send her patients
who were not really sick but would lie
about their symptoms to justify fraudu-
lent prescriptions.

Without Pascual’s testimony, the gov-
ernment would not have survived a mo-
tion for judgment of acquittal, Mendez
and do Campo argue in their motion.

“You have a case turn so much on
one person’s testimony, the potential for
injustice is really, really great,” Mendez
said.
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